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‘Far-right seen winning 34% of
vote in round 1 of France polls’

Exit Polls: Macron’s Alliance 3 With 20.5%-23% Of Vote, Behind Left Bloc’s 29%;
Prez Urges Voters To Stop RN In Round 2; Le Pen Calls For An ‘Absolute Majority’

Paris: Marine Le Pen's far-
right National Rally (RN) par-
ty emerged ahead in the first
round of France's parliamen-
tary elections on Sunday; exit
pollsshowed, but the unpredic-
table final result will depend
on days of horsetrading before
next week's run-off,

The EN was seen winning
around 34% of the vote, exit
polls from Ipsos, Ifop, Opinion-
Way and Elabe showed. That
was ahead of leftist and cent-
rist rivals, including Prez Em-
manuel Macron's Together all-
iance, whose bloc was seen
winning 20.5%-23%. The New
Popular Front, a hastily asse-
mbled left-wing coalition, was
projected towinaround 29% of
the vote, the exit polls showed.

Macron, whocalled the sur-
prise elections just three we-
eks ago, urged voters to rally
against the far right in the se-
cond round of balloting. Le
Pen called on voters to give the
National Rally an “absolute
majority” at parliament. She
said a National Rally majority
would enable the far-right to
formanew govt with party pre-
sident Jordan Bardella as pri-
me minister in order to work
on France’s “recovery”. The
28-year-old Bardella has said
he would oppose sending
French troops to Ukraine — a
possibility Macron hasn't ru-
led out—and refuse French de-
liveries of long-range missiles
and other weaponry capable of
striking targets within Russia.

The exit polls were in line

Reuters

Emmanuel Macron takes a selfie with supporters in Paris on Sunday

‘Make Europe Great Again’: Orban forms new EU
alliance with Austria’s far-right & Czech’s centrists
ungary's nationalist PM Viktor Orban on Sunday announced
the formation of a new EU parliamentary alliance with Austria’s
far-right party and the Czech centrist group of ex-premier Andrej
Babis. Orban — whose country takes on the EU's rotating presiden-
cy on Monday — has long railed against the “Brussels elites”, most
recently accusing Brussels of fuelling the war in Ukraine. Hungary
has vowed to use its EU presidency to push for its “vision of Europe”
underthe motto “Make Europe Great Again” — echoing the rallying
cry of Orban ally former US president Donald Trump. “A new era be-
gins here, and the first, perhaps decisive moment of this new erais
the creation of a new European political faction that will change
European politics,” Orban told reporters in Vienna at a joint press
conference with Austria's Freedom Party leader Herbert Kickl and
Czech ANO party leader Babis. The new alliance, “Patriots for
Europe™, will need support from parties from at least four other
countries to be recognised as a group in the EU parliament. reuters

with opinion polls ahead of the
election, but provided little cla-
rity on whether once next Sun-
dayv’s second round is conclu-
ded the anti-immigrant, euro-
sceptic RN will be able to form

agovtto“cohabit” with the pro-
EU Macron. A week of political
bargaining now lies ahead of
the July 7 run-off. The final re-
sult will depend on how parties
decide to join forces in each of

[ran warns of ‘obliterating war’ if
Israel starts offensive in Lebanon

ran has threatened
“obliterating war
launches a full-scale attack
in Lebanon, as diplomats
work to prevent tensions bet-
ween Israel and the Lebanese
militia Hezbollah, which is
backed by Tehran, from esca-
lating into an all-out conflict.
In a post on X, Iran’s mis-
sion to the United Nations sa-
id “all options”, including the
involvement of Iran-backed
armed groups across West
Asia, “areonthe table”, Chief
among those groups is Hez-
bollah, a powerful militia in
Lebanon. At the same time,
Iran dismissed warnings that
Israel could invade Lebanon
as “psyvchological warfare”.
Enemiesfordecades, lsrael
and Hezbollah have frequently
exchanged fire along Israel’s

al
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Lm:als walk past hﬂuses destroyed
in Israeli fire in Lebanese village of
Aita al-Shaab near Israel's border

northern border. Since Gaza
war began last Oct, the cross-
border strikes have intensifi-
ed. Israeli officials have warn-
ed for months that Israel might
invade Lebanon if Hezbollah
did not pull its forces back
from the border area. Hezbol-
lah has also threatened to lau-
nch an incursion into Israel.

US, Europe warn Hezbollah
to ease strikes on Israel

US and European officials
are delivering warnings to
Hezbollah, which is far strong-
er than Hamas but seen as ov-
erconfident, about taking on
the military might of Israel.
They are warning the group
should not count on the US or
anyone else being able to hold
off Israelif itdecidestolaunch
an offensive into Lebanon.

UN humanitarian chief
Martin Griffiths used the word
“apocalyptic” to describe a
war that could result. Hezbol-
lah holds an estimated arsenal
of some 150,000 rockets and
missiles capable of striking
anywhere in Israel. Israel, me-
anwhile, has pledged to unle-
ash Gaza-like scenes of devas-
tationon Lebanon. nyTareutens

France’s 577 constituencies for
the second round. In the past,
France’s centre-right and cent-
re-left parties have teamed up
to keep the RN from taking offi-
ce, but that dynamic, called the
“republican front” in France,
isless certain than ever:
Participation in Sunday's
vote was high, underlining
how France's political crisis
has energised the electorate.
By 1500 GMT, turnout was nea-
rly 60% , compared with 39.4%
two vears ago — the highest
comparable turnout figures
since the 1986 legislative vote,
A longtime pariah, the RN
is now closer to come to office
than it has ever been. Le Pen
has sought to detoxify a party
known for racism and antise-
mitism, a tactic that has wor-
ked amid voter anger at Ma-
cron. Many voters are frustra-
ted about inflation and other
economic concerns, as well as
Macron’s leadership, seen as
arrogant and out-of-touch with
their lives. Le Pen's anti-im-
migration party has tapped
that discontent, notably via on-
line platforms like TikTok.
The new left coalition, the
New Popular Front, also poses
a challenge to the pro-business
Macron and his centrist allian-
ce. It includes the French Soci-
alists and Communists, the
ereens and the hard-left Fran-
ce Unbowed party and vows to
reverse an unpopular pension
reform law that raised the reti-
rement age to 64, among other
economic reforms. rReuTERs & AP

Bibi vows to fight
on amid report of
tweaks in truce plan

srael is committed to figh-
Iting Hamas until the mili-

tant group is eliminated and
all theother goals of thewar are
achieved, PM Netanyahu said
sunday. He spoke after an Axios
report said that the Biden govt
has circulated amended langu-
age for some elements of its pr-
oposed deal on hostage releases
and a ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas. Citing sources, Ax-
ios said the US is working with
Gatari and Egyptian mediators
to make changes to what would
upfordiscussion inthefirst sta-
e of a proposed three-stage pe-
acedeal, inabid toget both Isra-
el and Hamas on board. Israel’s
goals continue to include free-
ing the remaining hostages in
(zaza and ensuring the area ne-
ver constitutes a threat to Israel
again, Netanyvahu said at a we-
ekly cabinet meeting. sLooMBERG
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Sunak rejects poll
doomsayers, says
Tory win in July 4
. polls still possible

K Prime Minister Rishi
U Sunak insisted the Cons-

ervatives can still win
Thursday’s UK election despite
multiple polls pointing to a co-
mmanding victory by the oppo-
sition Labour Party Speaking
to BBC, he reiterated his defen-

ce of the Tories’ 14-year gover-
nance, and said country is do-

PM Rishi Sunak, wife Akshata Murty
visit BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir in London on Saturday

ing better now than when his
party came into office in 2010.

When asked if he would still
be PM after the vote, Sunak sa-
1d, “Yes, I'm fighting very hard
and 1 think people are waking
up to the real danger of what a
Labour govt means.” Polls sh-
ow Labour heading for a lands-
lide victory and Keir Starmer
on track to become PM, while
support for Tories continued to
fall tonew lows. sLooMBERG

HAPPINESS MAKES UP
IN HEIGHT FOR WHAT IT
LACKS IN LENGTH

— ROBERT FROST

A CONCERT AMID BOYCOTT BY WESTERN ARTISTES OVER UKRAINE WAR
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Fast and furious: Russia using
bikes to stir chaos in Ukraine

Thﬂ}r first appeared as a
cloud of duston the hori-
zon. A few seconds later,
the motorcycles carrying Rus-
sian soldiers sped into view,
zigzagging across a field, kick-
ingupdust, attemptinganoisy,
dangerous run at a Ukrainian
trench. “They moved fast, they
spread out and they swerved,”
said Lt. Mykhailo Hubitsky,
describing the Eussian motor-
cycle assault he witnessed.
It'satypeof attack that has
been proliferating along the
frontline this spring, adding a
wild new element to the alrea-
dy violent, chaotic fighting.
Russian soldiers riding
motoreyeles, dirt bikes, guad-
ricveles and dune buggies now
account for about half of all
attacks in some areas of the
front, soldiers and comman-
ders say, as Moscow’s forces at-
tempt to use speed to cross ex-
posed open spaces where its
lumbering armoured vehicles
are easy targets. These non-
conventional vehicles have be-
en turning up with such frequ-
ency that some Ukrainian
trenches now overlook junk
vards of abandoned, blown up
off-road vehicles, videos from
reconnaissance drones show,
The new tactic is the latest
Russian adaptation for a heavi-
Iv mined, continually surveil-
led battlefield, as Moscow's for-
ces work to achieve small tacti-

;

RISKY & WILD TACTIC: Russian soldiers riding motorcycles, dirt bikes,
quadricycles and dune buggies now account for about half of all attacks in
some areas of the front, Ukrainian soldiers and commanders say. The
drawback is that they give no protection from rockets and machine gunfire

cal gains, often of just a few
hundred yards. The Russians’
farthest advance in the region
is 15 miles from its starting po-
int. “Weare fighting a war over
every metre,” said Captain Ya-
roslav, anartillery commander
with 80th air assault brigade.
With reconnaissance dron-
es ubiquitous in the skies over
the Donbas, the armoured ve-
hicles of both armies are easy
targets. The faster-moving mo-
toreyeles and buggies are har-
der to hit with artillery and
they can swerve to avoid mines
that armoured vehicle operat-
ors might not see. The use of
cheap, disposable dirt bikes
and buggies also helps conser-
ve Russian armoured vehicles.

The drawback is that they
provide no protection for Rus-
sian soldiers, who are exposed
toa hail of machine gun fire as
they approach the trenches. If
they make it across a field, the
riders cast aside their bikes,
enter the Ukrainian trench
and engage in close combat on
foot. “How they find people wi-
lling to do this, I don't know,”
said Volodymyr, a Ukrainian
sergeant. “Sometimes, none of
them will make it, sometimes
all of them.” That hasn't deter-
red Russian commanders
from continuing to employ the
tactic. “All the tree lines,” said
Sapsan, a sergeant in the 47th
Brigade, “are now full of these
buggies and motorcycles.” nyt

Video shows NY officer fatally shooting boy, I3,
on ground. Police say he pointed a replica gun

New York: Video released late
Saturday shows an officer in
upstate New York fatally shoo-
ting a 13-vear-old boy who had
been tackled tothe ground after
he ran from police and pointed
areplica handgun at them.

The teen was killed a little
after 10pm (local time) Friday
in Utica after officers in the city
about 400km northwest of Ma-
nhattan stopped two youths in
connection with an armed rob-
bery investigation, police said.

The wouths, both 13, mat-
ched the descriptions of the
robbery suspects and were in
the same area at around the
same time the day after, police
said. One was also walking in
the road, a violation of state
traffic law. The body camera vi-
deo released by police captures
anofficer saving he needs to pat
them down to ensure they don’t
have any weapons in their pos-
session. Immediately one of
the two, identified by police as
as Nyah Mway, runs away.

Authorities froze frames of
the video where a running Ny-
ah Mway appears to point the
gunatthe pursuing officers. Po-
lice also edited the video to in-
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The inconsolable mother of 13-yr-old
Nyah Mway at city hall in Utica. The
boy was identified as a refugee born
in Myanmar and a member of the
Karen ethnic minority community

sertared circle around the wea-
pon to show it to viewers. The
officers believed it was a hand-
gun, police said, but it was later
determined to be a replica of a
Glock 17 Gen 5 handgun with a
detachable magazine.

“During a ground struggle”
with the teen, one of the office-
rsfired a single shot that struck
the boy in the chest, Utica poli-
cechief Mark Williams said.

The teen was given “imme-
diate” first aid by the officers
and taken to Wynn Hospital,
where hedied, the chief said.

The replica gun carried by

Jill Biden’s dress makes

Biden’s poor

show at prez

debate raises alarm in Israel

concern on Sunday that US

Prez Biden’s shaky debate
performance could spur on the
country’s foes at what many vi-
ew as a critical time for Ameri-
can leadership in the region. Is-
raeli commentators from ac-
rossthepolitical spectrum war-
ned that Iran and its proxies
could try to exploit Biden's app-
arent weakness as Israel fights
Hamas in Gaza and weighs the
prospect of an all-out conflict
with the Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Several of Israel’s newspa-
pers featured the debate on the-
ir front pages. Analystsfor Isra-
el Hayom, a right-wing free pa-
per, and the left-leaning Haar-
etz newspaper differed sharply

Israelis expressed growing

in tone but both raised the spec-
ter of enemies of Israel and the
US testing the administration’s
resolve. “Will Hezbollah and
Iran assess that Biden is too bu-
sy now to back Israel in case all-
out warbreaksout in Lebanon”™
Amos Harel, Haaretz’s analyst,
wrote. During the debate, Tr-
ump accused Biden of not wan-
ting Israel to “finish the job™ In
Gaza — calling him weak and
using the word “Palestinian”
as an insult. Biden offered little
in the wayv of aresponse.

Yediot Ahronot, a mainstre-
am Hebrew daily, described Bi-
den's performance as a “catast-
rophe.” “Weakness is not a cha-
racteristic that an American
prezcan broadeast,” it said. wyr

Prez Joe Biden with wife Jill greet
supporters at a campaign event in
Raleigh, North Carolina, on Friday

a post-debate statement

s Prez Joe Biden attemp-
Ated toaddress some of the
concerns about his age
and energy on Friday, his wife
Jill, a political spouse whooften
seems to choose clothes that re-
cede into the background, took
her place by his side in a navy-
blue crepe dress plastered with
one word over and over again:
“Vote". Given the many post-de-
bate reactions focused on vie-
wers' anxious feelings, it could
not have been a coincidence,
This is the third time in the
past four years that the first la-
dy has worn a garment with a
message written on it. In 2020,
before the last presidential
election, she wore a pair of
knee-high boots that also read

“vote,” And in 2021, at the first
(57 meeting in Britain after the
prez took office, she wore a
jacket with the word “love” on
the back. The choice was wide-
ly interpreted asaripostetothe
jacket Melania Trump notorio-

FASHION SPEAKS

usly wore during her husba-
nd’s administration with the
words “I Really Don't Care, Do
U?" serawled on the back.

Now, the matchup is back,
and so are words on clothing, It
is, perhaps, only to be expected.
Jill Biden isan English teacher:
She knows exactly how much
succinet language matters —
even if itisonadress. nyr

Top Dems rule out
replacing Biden

Washington: Top Democrats
Sunday ruled out the possibili-
ty of replacing Prez Biden as
the Democraticnominee aftera
feeble debate performance.

A post-debate CBS poll sho-
wed a 10-point jump in the num-
ber of Democrats who believe
Biden shouldn’t be running for
prez, to 46% from 36% in Feb.

*“Bad debates happen,” said
Georgia Senator Raphael War-
nock, who is seen as one of the
possible replacements for Bi-
den. House of Representatives
Democraticleader Hakeem Jef-
fries said: “I believe a setback is
nothing more than a setup fora
comeback.” Anothertop House
Democrat, James Clyburn, ag-
reed: “He should demonstrate
it going forward his capacity to
lead the country” reutens

Iran election shows declining voter support amid calls for change

Of 61IM Eligible Voters, Only 40% Cast
Ballots, Marking A Record Low Turnout

Tehran: The first round of Ir-
an's presidential election revea-
led shrinking support for both
reformists and conservatives
even though some voters are
pushing for change by backing
the sole reformist candidate,
analysts say. Masoud Pezeshki-
an, thereformistcontender, and
ultraconservative Saeed Jalili
led the pollsheld on Friday tore-
place the late ultraconservative
president Ebrahim Raisi, who
died in a helicopter crash last
month. In the official results an-
nounced Saturday, Pezeshkian
led with 104 million votes
(42.4%), followed by Jalili at 9.4
million (38.6%). A third conser-

vative candidate, Mohammad
Bager Ghalibaf, the current
speaker of parliament and for-
mermayorof Tehran, wasadis-
tant third at 3.3 million (13.8%).
Friday's vote, marked by a
historically low turnout, “clear-
Iy shows that both reformists’
and conservatives’ bases have
considerably shrunk,” said Ali
Vaez of the International Crisis
Group think tank.
Inthelead-uptotheelection,
Iran’s main reformist coalition
supported Pezeshkian, with en-
dorsements by former presi-
dents Mohammad Khatamiand
Hassan Rouhani, a moderate.
“The reformists brought out

Sha)nay

Masoud Pezeshkian, the reformist
contender, came out on top thanks
to his ‘clean record without any
accusations of financial corruption’.
Official figures showed Pezeshkian
leading with 10.4m votes (42.4%)

For conservatives, the combined
votes of Saeed Jalili and speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, who
came in third, totalled 12.8m. That
figure was well below Raisi's nearly
18m votes in the 2021 election

the big guns and tried their best
to mobilise their base,” Vaez sa-
id on social media platform X,
but “it wassimply insufficient”,

Likewise, the conservatives
failed to garner sufficient votes
“despite the tremendous reso-
urces they deployed”, he added.
Vaez pointed out that the combi-

ned votes of Jalili and Ghalibaf
totalled 12.8 million. That figure
was well below Raisi's 18 mil-
lion votes in the 2021 election.
Of thesl million eligible vot-
ers, only about 40% cast ballots,
marking a record low turnout
in the Islamic Republic where
some people have lost faith in

= the process. More than one mil-

¥ lion ballots were spoiled.

For Vaez, the decline in tur-
nout, from around 49% in 2021,
was “a real embarrassment for
the leadership” in Iran, where
ultimate political power lies
with the supreme leader, Ava-
tollah Ali Khamenei.

Political commentator Moh-
ammad Reza Manafi said Peze-
shkian's lead reflected a push for
“fundamental changes” rega-
rding the economy and relations
with the rest of the world. Howe-
ver, those favouring Pezeshkian
*do not expect a miracle or a qu-
ick solution but hope he can gra-
dually prevent conditions from
worsening,” he added.

Iran has been reeling from
theeconomic impact of interna-
tional sanctions, which have

contributed to soaring inflation,
high unemployment and a re-
cord low for the Iranian rial aga-
inst the US dollar:

Pezeshkian, an outspoken
heart surgeon who has repre-
sented the northwestern citv of
Tabriz in parliament since 2008,
came out on top thanks to his
“cleanrecord without any accu-
sations of financial corrupti-
on,” said Manafi. The reformist
has urged “constructive rela-
tions” with Washington and Eu-
ropean capitals to “get [ran out
of its isolation™. In contrast, Ja-
lili is widely recognised for his
uncompromising anti-West sta-
nce. He is a ex-nuclear negotia-
tor and currently a representa-
tive of Khamenei on the Supre-
me National Security Council,
Iran's highest security body. are

the teen “is in all aspects a rea-
listic appearing firearm with
GLOCK markings, signatures,
detachable magazine, and seri-
al numbers,” Lt Michael Cur-
lew, a police spokesperson, said
viaemail. “However ultimately
it fires only pellets or BB's.”

A bystander video pﬂ“ited to
Facebook shows one of the offi-
cers chasing after Nvah Mway
and tackling him to the ground.
It also shows the officer pun-
ching the teen as two other offi-
cersarrive. A gunshot rings out
as the teen is on the ground and
the officers quickly stand up.

The officer who fired his
oun was identified as Patrick
Husnay, a six-vear veteran of
the agency Husnay and officers
Bryce Patterson and Andrew
Citriniti were placed on admi-
nistrative leave with pay.

The police body camera vi-
deo shows a chaotic scene.

Nvah Mway points the rep-
lica handgun at the officers
while he runs from them. The
officers scream “gun!” to each
other as thev run. Patterson
then tackles and punches Nyah
Mway, and as the two are wrest-
ling on the ground, Husnay

opens fire, Officers initially
thought Nvah Mway may have
shot himself, and Patterson sa-
vs, “Idon't know if heshot me.”
It is not clear whether he is re-
ferringto Nyah Mway or hisfel-
low officer. Patterson was not
struck. Bystanders scream at
the police throughout the recor-
dings, and at one point an offi-
cer yells back: “We're trying to
save him right now!” The other
vouth was detained in the back
of a police vehicle and was not
involved in the shooting.

The police department rele-
ased the body camera videos
following a public outery as the
shooting roiled Utica, a city
with a population of 65.000. It is
home to more than 4,200 people
from Myanmar, according to
The Center, a nonprofit that
helps to resettle the refugees.

Nyah Mway, who local me-
dia reports said was an 8th gra-
der at Donovan Middle School,
was identified as arefugee born
in Myanmar and a member of
the Karen ethnic minority.

Thepolicedepartmentisco-
nducting an internal investiga-
tion to see whether officers fol-
lowed policies and training. ap

AROUND THE WORLD

4 DEAD IN STORMS IN SWITZERLAND AND ITALY: Storms in
Switzerland and northern Italy caused extensive flooding and
landslides, leaving at least four people dead, authorities said on
Sunday. The bodies of three people were recovered following a
landslide in the Fontana area of the Maggia valley in the Italian-
speaking Ticino canton (state) on the southern side of the Alps.
Storms and heavy rain pounded southern and western Switzerland
on Saturday and overnight. Camping sites along the Maggia river
were evacuated, and part of the small Visletto road bridge collapsed
(above). One person was missing in the nearby Lavizzara valley

Scientists trying to
give robots a fleshy
face and a smile

ngineers in Japan are trying

to get robots to imitate that
particularly human expression
— the smile. They have created
a face mask from human skin
cells and attached it to robots
with a novel technigue that
conceals the binding and is
flexible enough to turn down
into a grimace or up into a
squishy smile. The effect is
something between Hannibal
Lecter's terrifying mask and
the Claymation figure Gumby.
But scientists say the prototy-
pes pave the way for more
sophisticated robots, with an
outward layer both elastic and
durable enough to protect the
machine while making it app-
ear more human. Beyond expr-

essiveness, the “skin equiva-
lent”, as the researchers call it,
which is made from living skin
cells in a lab, can scar and burn
and also self-heal, according to
the study. “Human-like faces
and expressions improve com-
munication and empathy,
making robots more effective
in healthcare, service and
companionship roles,” Shoji
Takeuchi, lead researcher, said.

Kim Jong-un latest move
for cult status: Face pins
North Korean officials wore pi-
ns with a portrait of Kim Jong
Un in public for the first time,
the latest step in the develop-
ment of a cult of personality
about the leader. In April, the
music video for a propaganda
s0ng praising Kim as a “friend-
ly father” and a “great leader”
was aired on the state-control-
led Korean Central Television.
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We are deeply humbled

by your enthusiastic response

and unwavering support
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ONWARDS

SECTOR 71, GURUGRAM

7 LAGOON POOLS EXCLUSIVE CLUBHOUSE 55+ WORLD CLASS AMENITIES | MIYAWAKI FOREST BIOPHILIC DESIGN
TRIPLE HEIGHT ENTRANCE LOBBY | 3.6 METER FLOOR TO FLOOR HEIGHT WIDE DECK BALCONIES PRIVATE ELEVATOR LOBBY

FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN FIVE-FIXTURE BATHROOM DESIGNED BY RENOWNED INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTS

SIGNATUREGLOBAL (INDIA) LIMITED | CIN NO.: L70100DL2000PLC104787
REGD. OFF: 13TH FLOOR, DR. GOPAL DAS BHAWAN, 28, BARAKHAMBA ROAD, CONNAUGHT PLACE, NEW DELHI - 110001 o
CORP. OFF.: GROUND FLOOR, TOWER A, SIGNATURE TOWERS, SOUTH CITY 1, GURUGRAM, HARYANA - 122001 = e

WWW.SIGNATUREGLOBAL.IN

Disclaimer : Promoter urges every applicant to inspect the project site and, therefore, requests to make personal judgment prior to submitting an application for allotment. Unless otherwise stated, all the images, visuals, materials
and information contained herein are purely creative/artistic and may not be actual representations of the product and/or any amenities. Further, the actual design may vary in the fit and finished form, from the one displayed above,
Journey time shown, if any, |s based upon Google Maps, which may vary as per the traffic at a relevant point of time. The dimensions specified, If any, are inclusive of wall-to-wall measurements, excluding finishing margins.

Potential offsets within rooms may occur due to structural elements. *Eate mentioned above does not include G5T and other statutory charges, if applicable. T & C Apply. 1 sq. mt. = 10.7639 sq. ft.
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BANKING INNOVATIONS
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YOUR ASPIRATIONS

We take pride in serving over 50 crore Indians.
Thank you, our esteemed customers, patrons
and stakeholders for being a part of our journey.
We strive to match your continued support with
an assured commitment to make banking

a seamless experience.

For assistance, call 1800 1234 | 2100 or visit bank.sbi o] [IVATEN N { Fo XX XDX -~ XoXQ]
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orn in the Nalanda dis-
trict of Bihar, poet-diplo-
mat Abhay K has made
several visits to the ruins

of the Nalanda Mahavi-
hara over the years. Guides regaled
him with stories about the world’s
first residential university that at-
tracted nearly 10,000 students from
all over the world, and how the fire
that engulfed its gargantuan li-
brary burnt for over six months.
Over time, his interest took the
shape of afull-fledged research pro-
ject. “I started getting curious
about how, why and when Nalanda
became a seat of learning and who
were the key people responsible for
establishing it. Who taught and
studied there. What contributions
did they make to disciplines like
philosophy and science? What led
to its decline?” savs Abhay whose
forthcoming book ‘Nalanda’ is

Abhay K's poem
‘The Rise of Nalanda’'
celebrates the revival of
the university

Forlorn under the red earth
buried for centuries | rise today
like a phoenix, eight hundred
years later from ashes of my
burnt books.

1 open my arms today to
embrace you whoever you are,
from wherever you are come,
walk into my enlightened fold as
once Buddha and Mahavira did
seeking shelter in my groves.

| remember Hiuen Tsang and
Faxian — the seekers from the
East, [ hear footsteps of
Aryabhata and Charaka in my
ancient compound today you
too come; come as | rise again.

Centuries after its decline, the ancient
university lives on in the works of poets,
historians, fantasy writers

based on his research. It weaves
together historical facts with a nar-
rative flair to transport readers to
the prehistoric city of Rajgir, where
the university existed between the
early 5th and 13th centuries.
Though the revival of the uni-
versity was first proposed by former
president APJ Abdul Kalam way
back in March 2006, it’s only now
that a new campus has been inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Modi.
Bevond the controversies and poli-
tics, there’s one thing that hasn’t
flagged — interest in its legacy,
which has been kept alive through
the pages of fiction and non-fiction
books, TV documentaries and
Al-generated videos that recreate it,
amassing thousands of views.
What intrigued veteran film-
maker and art historian Benoy
Behl, who first visited Nalanda
back in 1976, is how it laid the
foundation for modern academic
rigour and study. “There was a
formalised way of writing a thesis
which followed the format of a
discursive argument. Scholars
had to write points in support of

and filmmakers

their thesis and against it. Then,
there were sub-points under each
of the arguments,” says Behl, who
chronicled his study of the sculp-
tures that remain at the site as
part of his broader documenta-
ries for Doordarshan, as well as
his books, ‘Art of India’ and ‘Bud-
dhism: The Path of
Compassion’,

NAMIT ARORA,
HISTORIAN

Nalanda was truly
amazing... and worth
taking pride in. But there’s
also a deep unease about
what happened to it

Interestingly, one of the most
big-budget projects on Nalanda was
the 2016 film, “‘Xuanzang' (after the
famed 7th century traveller Hinen
Tsang). The first Indo-Chinese joint
production became China's official
entry for the best foreign language

Photo: Een-w Behl

T = T R

CAMPUS REWIND: Abhay K (left) paid
many a visit to the ruins to
research for his book; Benoy Behl
has chronicled the site's sculptures

film at the 89th Oscars, and includ-
ed several scenes of the Buddhist
traveller’s accounts of his time at
Nalanda, with dialogues in San-
skrit. Legendary filmmalker Wong
Kar-wai was its executive producer
and its Indian crew included actors
like Sonu Sood, Neha Sharma and
Ali Fazal.

What is it about Nalanda’s sto-
ry that has led it to occupy so
much space in the public imagi-
nation, centuries after its de-
mise? Historian Namit Arora,
author of ‘Indians: A Brief Histo-
ryv of a Civilisation’, says there are
two reasons. “One is that it was
truly an amazing thing. The fact
that India had this centre of learn-
ing where students came from all
over the world to study a diversity
of subjects is something worth tak-
ing pride in,” Arora says. It also
attracts attention for the wrong
reasons. “There’s a deep unease
about what happened to it. Who's to
blame? One group is made the vil-
lain, which makes for very captivat-
ing but false stories,” he adds,

The aura of mystery makes it

TIMES Special

In history’s footsteps: Why the
Nalanda story still fascmates us

ripe for fiction, too. Delhi-based
historical fiction writer Shivani
Singh's murder mystery novel *Na-
landa’ follows the journey of Sid-
dhartha, a voung Buddhist monk
studying at Nalanda, who is roped
in to investigate a murder on cam-
pus. “I was fascinated with its sense
of mystigue, its grandeur and its
dramatic destruction,” Singh says.

For Singh, part of the appeal
was the lack of primary empirical
evidence of what happened to Na-
landa, which allowed her to give
free rein to her imagination. Apart
from the ruins at the site, which
include a few sculptures, its story
has been pieced together largely
through the travel accounts of
Buddhist monks who studied
there, and later, western scholars.

Arora’s book, on the other hand,
deals with questions around Nalan-
da's demise, including the theory
of its destruction at the hands of
Bakhtivar Khilji in circa 12th cen-
tury. He is of the school of thought
that Nalanda was too large to be
completely destroyed in one attack.

Debates and theories aside, at-
tempts to examine Nalanda’s lega-
cy are picking up steam. Before the
museum at the site was closed for
renovation in March, it atiracted a
steady stream of scholars. Biren-
dra Kumar, additional in-charge of
the Nalanda Museum, says that
about 300 to 500 researchers used
to visit every day from India and
abroad. While most of them were
interested in its Buddhist heritage
and the archaeological remains,
there has been a new interest in
studying it as a role model for uni-
versities today, especially when it
comes to blending formal educa-
tion with the study of spirituality
and religion, adds Kumar.

In order to revive Nalanda, it's
important to understand what it
stood for, says Behl. “It was where
the building blocks of logic and un-
derstanding were laid — the kind
that did not exist anywhere else in
the world.”

Homing in: The startuppers who want
to transform their own backyards

Ketaki.Desai@timesgroup.com

hings were going well

for Hitesh Dharm-

dasani. After finishing

amasters in cybersecu-

rity in the US, he'd been
working at a startup in San Francis-
co. That company did an IPO, leav-
ing Dharmdasani with a handsome
sum in his bank account. This is
back in 2015—a period he describes
as a “post-recession boom™ in the
US startup ecosystem. So, his plan
to move back to India, and that too,
his hometown of Belagavi, Karna-
taka, struck others as, politely
speaking, sort of stupid. But he's
been running his cybersecurity
startup out of the small town for
many years now, and has even cre-
ated an organisation called Belaga-
vi Technology Companies Associa-
tion (BeTCA) to bring together the
small but budding startup ecosys-
temm of Belagavi.

Like him, many entrepreneurs
are looking beyond the charms
(and problems) of big cities like
Bengaluru, Mumbai or Gurgaon
and homing in on their own back-
vards. This is also why Tier 2 and
3 cities are seeing so much startup
action. A 2024 report by Primus
Partners found that 90% of start-
ups in 2023 were started in Tier 2
and 3 cities. These startups creat-
ing 150 lakh jobs last year.

Anugraha Ganesan and Dinesh
Baluraj moved back from the Neth-
erlands to Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu's
rice bowl, to launch their drone
startup Yali Aerospace in 2022. “Pec-
ple didn’t take our work seriously
based on location. We met hundreds
of venture capitalists. Some ignored
us, some treated us poorly. A few
asked us to move to Bengaluru or
hand over the technologv 1 was get-
ting good pay abroad, so I was not
here to make quick money,” Baluraj
told TOL Their patience paid off —
this vear, Zoho founder Sridhar
Vembu invested an undisclosed
amount in their startup.

The pandemic played a big role
as many entrepreneurs returned to
their hometowns during lockdown,

and found that remote working let
them function just as efficiently. It
changed mindsets too. As Dharm-
dasani puts it, “Before that, people
believed that if vou don't movetoa
bigger city for greener pastures,
yvou're not living the good life.”
Others, of course, were far ahead
of this change. Rohith Bhat moved
back to Udupi a vear after starting
his company Robosoft out of Mum-
bai. “In the first two vears, I was
building software and delivering it
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to American clients like Apple. This f 3 4

was all happening over the inter-

net, so [ saw no reason to stay ' HOMECOMING:

in Mumbai. Every- Dinesh Baluraj
one told me I was and Anugraha _
cray, but luckily Amsterdam, The Netherlands Ganesan run Yali
things worked San Francisco, US Aerospace from
out,” he says. He L { b Thanjavur

sold Robosoft to a Japa- B

nese firm for $100m. He now
runs a gaming company
called 99Games. “If T could do
it in the "90s, why would someone
think they can’t do it now?”

Bhat acknowledges that it's not
all roses, “It takes convincing to
persuade middle management,
in particular, to move to small-
er places. My pitch to them

HITESH DHARMDASANI,

BELAGAVI ENTREPRENEUR
Before Covid, people
believed that if you don't
move to a bigger city for
greener pastures, you're
not living the good life

has been that it's a great lifestyle
decision. If they’re still able to do
cutting-edge work and have a bet-
ter quality of life, they are happy™

Amey Kadle, founder of Ajink-
va Technologies and member of
Belagavi-based BeTCA, says that
while finding talent is not that
hard, retaining it can be challeng-
ing. “We're able to offer salaries at
par with Bengaluru organisations.
But there are issues with retention.

With young men,
when it comes to
having an arranged
marriage, they want
to move away because it's
hard to find a match. Parents don't
want their daughter to marry a boy
in Belagavi. We actually just start-
ed a small Bengaluru office for this
reason,” he says. Plus, for people in
relationships, it can be hard for
both parties to find employment
they're happy with in a small town.
Another potential hurdle is fund-
ing, founders say While things have
changed in recent vears — Bhat had
been laughed out of the room when
he was raising funds in 2013, and
was told that no one funds compa-
nies in small towns — there are still
challenges when it comes to court-
ing venture capitalists. For one,
some investors like to keep a close
eve on the startups they invest in, so
the distance may prove to be a hur-

Belagavi,
Karnataka

Thanjavur, TN

dle. Sajith Pai of Blume Ven-
tures says while he wouldn't
turn a startup away for funding
because they're from a small town,
he does see it as a constraint. “T've
only seen a few high-quality start-
ups in Tier 2 and 3 cities because
investing and talent are challenges.
If it's very early on and you want to
bring a small group of people to-
gether, it makes sense. But long-
term, it makes sense to be in Ben-
galuru or in Delhi if yvou're a con-
sumer brand.” There's a reason, he
says, that small-town startups often
move to a big town to scale up.
Jivraj Singh Sachar, host of the
Indian Silicon Valley podecast and
investor, sees not being in a startup
hub like Bengaluru to be a dou-
ble-edged sword: “While peer talent
and conversations are available in
startup hubs, you could argue that
thev become deafening or counter-
productive.” But, at the same time,

-

he cannot deny that there is some-
thing about the energy — the ambi-
tion in the air of a city like Bengalu-
ru that does have intangible
benefits. “It makes vou believe in
something bigger than vourself,” he
says. However, he has seen more
startups coming out of small towns
like Jaipur and Surat, for instance.
Small-town success stories, he feels,
will inspire more entrepreneurs.
This lack of ecosystem and com-
munity is exactly what BeTCA is
tryving to change. Dharmdasani says
they are now connected with at least
o0 companies running out of Be-
lagavi; many of them are
funded and doing well.
For those who ask ‘why
Belagavi?', Ajit Patel,
founder of electric vehi-
cle startup Rivot Motors,
has an answer: “When TVS
started, someone must have asked
them ‘why Hosur?'. Today, Hosur
has a supply chain which has led
other companies to go there. I want
to be TVS —to create opportunities
for future generations to be here,”
Even in Bihar, where the eco-
system 1is still in a fledgling
stage, entrepreneurs with an
emotional connection to the state
are trying to give it a fillip. Hima-
lay Verma's return to Bihar to
start SKILL Foods, a food and ag-
riculture startup aimed at gener-
ating employment, has been quite
a journey — from a chance meet-
ing with Ratan Tata at Verma's
alma mater Cornell University
that led to a job, to his wife’s role
as breadwinner while he worked
out his startup logistics. Now, he's
on the Bihar Industries Associa-
tion where they're currently se-
lecting the best business plan sub-
mitted by about 150 budding entre-
preneurs. “I've taken sessions
with voung people at BIA and
many of them have amazing ideas
— one is making an app for barber
appointments, while others are
making soap out of flaxseeds. Over
the last 15 years, I've seen many
people move back and launch
homegrown startups,” he says.
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What’s in a name?
Forget Shakespeare,
just ask a Bengali

Rohan Banerjee

ver a hundred years ago,
German philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche
wrote: To those human
beings who are of any concern to
me I wish suffering, deso-
lation, sickness, ill-treat-
ment, indignities — I wish
that they should not re-
main unfamiliar with pro-
found self-contempt, the
torture of self-mistrust,
the wretchedness of the
vanquished...

Nietzsche's ideas have
influenced many people around
the world. But few have embraced
this dictum with as much gusto
as a Bengali parent bestowing a
nickname upon their child.

No Bengali can escape this
blight. It is our fate, our destiny.
Within days of our birth, the
nickname — or daak naam, to use
the Bengali term — is voked to
our identity. Even our biggest
movie stars cannot escape it.

The only rule of daak naams is
that there are no rules. Insofar as
naming conventions go, it is the
Wild Wild West (Bengal). Daak
naams spit in the face of diction-
aries and laugh at lexicons. They
have no discernible logic and no
intrinsic meaning. Some theories
claim they are the result of a bout
of insanity that afflicts new par-
ents. Can the name Tublu, for in-
stance, ever spring from a ration-
al mind? Or perhaps there is
devilry at play. What else would
explain a pair of college profes-
sors christening their twins,

Kochi and Buchi? Y

For obvious rea-
sons, the daak
naam does not
make its way
to the offi-
cial docu-
ments cer-
tifying our
existence.
That dreary
world is left
to our ‘proper
name’ (bhalo
naam). The daak
naam prefers the
freedom of the oral
tradition. It revels
in being spoken, of-
ten changing its form
to accommuodate a sur-
feit of vowels, (As you
would have noticed from
the above examples, no de-
cent daak naam can have less
than two vowels; the best have
three or more.)

In our early vears, it holds us
in a stranglehold. Parents, rela-
tives, neighbours — it is on every-
one’s lips, Lacking the faculties
to register a protest, we gurgle
and giggle, thus encouraging its
continued usage. It is not for me
to speculate how vears of being
called Bogola can damage the
formative mind of an infant.

Aswe grow older, our sense of
self is cleaved in two. When we
venture outside, we are trained to
slip out of the daak naam — leav-
ing it at the threshold of our
home — and step into our ‘proper
name’. Initially, we do not give
this metamorphosis much
thought. It’s a bit like speaking
one language at home and anoth-
er at school — each identity com-
fortable in its assigned place.

Then, one day, evervthing
changes. The setting may vary
— a classroom, a friend’s birth-
day party, the schoolyard — but
the scene usually follows a famil-
iar script. A daak naam inadvert-
ently stumbles into this genteel
gathering and is immediately
pounced upon. The child, to
whom the daak naam is attached,
tries to deny it but it is too late.
Blood is in the water and the Kids
have smelt if.

“Your parents call you Puchki?”

“What does Poltu even mean?”

“Beguni! Beguni! Beguni!™

{The precise sobriquet does not
matter — all daak naams are fatal.)

Your ears ringing with their
taunts, vou learn an important
lesson. You must guard your daak
naam with vour life. You take
pains to ensure vour relatives
never refer to you as Jhontu in
front of yvour fiancee. You spend
the rest of vour life pretending
vour daak naam does not exist,
hoping you have nullified its
threat; but deep in yvour heart,
vou know vou can never be rid of
it. It hangs around vour neck, like

a decaying albatross. Its stench still
clings to you — perceptible, in par-
ticular, to the keen noses of nosy
Bengalis in your social circle. They
sniff you out and befriend vou.
They bide their time until they
have gained vour trust — waiting
for yvears, if necessary
and then eventually, they
propose a trade: yvour daak
naam, for theirs.

To prudent souls, this
offer is an instant red
flag. In Bengali relation-
ships, the daak naam isa
Rubicon one does not
cross. There is a shared
understanding of past trauma
that neither party wishes to re-
live, (You once saw yvour best
friend instinctively respond when
someone shouted Bhutai, only to
look away the next instant, his
face ashen. The two of you never
talk about it.) And, more impor-
tantlv, no self-respecting Bengali
ever volunteers to reveal their
daak naam. The only ones who
would even contemplate such a
brazen act are the meagre few
with nothing to lose — those who
ot away with Raja, Bunty, Pinky,
and suchlike. They dangle the
promised knowledge of their
worthless names as bait, to fish
for more valuable treasures.
Those who fall prey to their wiles
are compromised forever,

You may be a business tvcoon,
but vou will never know peace if
vou're always wondering when
that one colleague will
waltz into your corner
office, point at you,

and say, ‘Listen up,
evervbody! His
name is Panchu!’
You may win

-

The only rule of daak naams
is that there are no rules. As
naming conventions go, it is
the Wild wild West (Bengal).
They have no intrinsic
meaning... Some theories
claim they are the result of a
bout of insanity that afflicts
new parents. Can the name
Tublu, for instance, ever
spring from a rational mind?

many awards but every time vou
o up on that stage, yvou will hold
yvour breath and scan the crowd
for that one friend who may sud-
denly stand up and shout, ‘Con-
oratulations, Dugdugi! We're so
proud of you!’

No matter who you are or what
vou do, vou will always be looking
over your shoulder, wary of that
one individual who can tell the
world you're a Laltu.

To my fellow Bengalis, let this
be a reminder. Daak naams are a
deadly serious matter. Handle
them with care. To everyone else,
I hope you now understand what
the Bengalis in vour life, if anwv,
have to deal with. Handle them
with care.

P.5.: You are probably curious
about my daak naam. Since you
read this column, I would be hap-
py to share it with you. It is....

INYOUR DREAMS

Partial to middle part

Even the way you part your hair reveals something
about your generational alliance. A middle part is
the way to go for Gen Z, unlike the side part or side
fringe that has come to be associated with
millennials. Lately, though, there is photographic
evidence that the reign of the middle part may
finally be over. Actors from Emily Blunt and
Penélope Cruz to Jennifer Lawrence have been
ﬂaunting their side parts again

Full stop to periods

For millennials, punctuation in texts is a sign of proper etiquette — the
digital equivalent of saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you'. However, Gen Z views
a period at the end of a sentence like a digital slap. They prefer lowercase
letters and minimal punctuation, creating an approachable, casual vibe.
It's as if every sentence ends with an implied shrug and apology

N
LOL, you're old \C\

Alongside proper punctuation, some
emojis and internet acronyms have
become cringe-worthy. Unlike
millennials, who popularised LOL, BRB,
and OMG, Gen Z has evolved a new o
internet language with phrases like stan, rizz,
drip, cap, and ‘it's the _ for me', dominating

their conversations, Normal emaojis don’t
always mean what millennials think

they do. For example, the skull emoji

does not signify death but rather dying

of laughter — it's the new laughing
emoji. Similarly, the standing person
emoji has become a meme response
equivalent to the millennial ‘umm, ok?'

No longer
must one rely
on birth dates or
wrinkles (hello,
botox!) to figure
out how old a
personis.The ¥
things you wear,
say, and how ‘
you text define
the generation
you belong to

Y/ 5 SOCKS TO SKULL EMOJIS,
| the new ways to tell your age

Short socks, huh!

Even your socks — yes, socks —
can define your generation. Gen
Z would not be caught dead in ankle-length or
invisible socks that they consider to be “too short”,
according to a NYT piece. One Gen Z-er interviewed
in the story says the only person he knows who
wears ankle socks is his dad, in case you want to
feel old. The kids would rather wear crew socks
that go up to their calves. This has even become a
point of generational quibbling on social media,
with millennials saying things like *You will pry
these ankle socks off my cold, dead feat.”

How tight are

your jeans

The bagagy vs skinny fit debate is one
that shows no signs of getting over -
more so now that voluminous cargo/
parachute pants have become super
popular. But if you're still ina
monogamaous relationship with slim
fits and jeggings, a Gen Z-er can spot
you a mile away. They like big,
billowing teamed with a crop top and
maybe an oversized shirt to layer

Celebs like Rihanna are
rocking side parts again

Emily Ratajkowski in
a baggy pair of jeans



